Cocoa Island resort

Thirty minutes by speed boat from Male Airport, the brand new Cocoa Island resort is owned by Christina Ong's Como Hotels and Resorts, the company behind Parrot Cay in the Turks and Caicos Islands, the Halkin and the Metropolitan hotels in London. With such impressive credentials, it is hardly surprising that Cocoa Island is as perfect as it appears. A tiny slither of land surrounded on one side by one of the best dive sites in the Maldives and on the other by aquamarine shallows, Cocoa Island looks to be the ultimate desert island retreat.  

Luckily for the guests, appearances can be misleading and the levels of comfort, cuisine and service are about as far removed from Robinson Crusoe style living as it is possible to get. The standards and style of hospitality on this island are exquisite and on arrival, guests are greeted as honoured visitors by the chef and his entourage in a charming ceremony that welcomes newcomers with the traditional coconut flower drink.  

It is almost impossible to resist the temptation of taking one's shoes off to feel the softest sand before being shown to either a two bedroom villa, the Owner's Beach House or one of thirty-three dhoni-style thatched houseboats. Moored along planked walkways, these wonderful suites include elegant bedrooms that extend into spacious lounges with glass walls opening onto private verandas. From here it is no effort at all to slip into the warm waters lapping below and when salt water palls, to return up the steps and recline in the wooden whirlpool bath or pull back the glass-top coffee table to feed the rainbow-hued fish below.  

For the real castaway experience, guests can dine in the privacy of their suites on delicious cuisine derived from a fusion of Sri Lankan and Indian traditions. Alternatively breakfast, lunch and dinner are served by staff in Maldivian costume on the terrace of the Ufaa restaurant overlooking the lagoon and its myriad shades of turquoise in the day and the infinite stars at night.  

Delightful spa treatments, watersports, diving, game fishing and a fitness centre are available, whereas many guests will just be happy emulating Maldivian islanders' favourite pastime of rocking languidly under the trees in a wooden swing with soft pillows.
The private island of Cocoa Island resort is found in the idyllic South Malé Atoll, a 30-minute speedboat ride from the international airport of Malé. Surrounded by the warm Maldivian Sea and an enormous range of marine life, this is pure escapism.
The 36 stunning rooms are all built above the pristine sea. Rooms are inspired by dhoni boats, as used by local fishermen, the clean-lined interiors match the white and blue of the landscape. Each villa has private deck with the warm shallow waters and Indian Ocean facing views. 
The resort offers food, drink and produce of The Maldives. Dine feet-in-the-sand at the main restaurant, Ufaa. Menus change daily, blending Indian and Sri Lankan traditions with an emphasis on seafood, tandoori and organic, locally-sourced produce.

the hotel is approximately a 35-40 minute boat journey from Male.
